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Subject: English Literature      Class: V 

Good morning students, 

Today let us read and understand the poem “I wanna be a star” 

which is written by Tony Mitton in your English Reader.  

This poem expresses a deep desire for fame and success, painting a 

vivid picture of the aspirations and dreams of someone who yearns 

to be a star. It opens with a series of wishes: the speaker wants to go 

far in life, drive around in a big red car, and ultimately become a star. 

The repetitive use of "yeah, yeah, yeah" and the rhythm of clicking 

fingers add a chant-like quality, emphasizing the speaker's 

enthusiasm and determination. 

The poem continues by outlining various facets of fame the speaker 

desires: they want to be a "hit," suggesting a desire for popularity 

and success, and to "see my name in the biggest flames," implying a 

wish for widespread recognition and adulation. The speaker imagines 

themselves as the center of attention, wanting to be "the scene" and 

appear "on screen," suggesting a strong desire to be in the spotlight, 

possibly as an actor or performer. The wish to "make the cover of a 

magazine" further illustrates the aspiration for celebrity status. 

Despite these lofty dreams, the poem ends on a contrasting note of 

reality. The speaker reveals that, for now, they are working in a 

"burger bar," suggesting that their current situation is far from their 

dreams of stardom. This contrast underscores the gap between their 

aspirations and their reality, hinting at the struggles and challenges 

they may face on the road to achieving their dreams. 

Overall, the poem captures the essence of youthful ambition and the 

universal desire for recognition, success, and a glamorous life. The 

rhythmic structure and repetitive phrases enhance the sense of 



longing and determination, making it a relatable reflection on the 

pursuit of fame. 


