Tender Heart School
Sector 33 B, Chandigarh
Subject: English Literature Class: VI

Good morning, Students

Let us understand the chapter “Anne Frank - The Diary of a Young Girl” (Chapter 5) in your
English

Reader.

Introduction

« The text discusses the significance of Anne Frank's diary, discovered in the attic
where her family hid for two years.

o Anne Frank was a German-Jewish girl whose diary became a world classic, offering a
painful reminder of the horrors of World War Il.

o Anne wrote about her experiences from 1942 to 1944 before her family was arrested
by the Nazis.

o The diary has been translated into 67 languages and is widely read globally.

Anne Frank’s Early Life

e Anne Frank was born on June 12, 1929, in Frankfurt, Germany.
Her family consisted of her parents, Otto and Edith Frank, and her elder sister,
Margot.
The family led a happy life in Germany until Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933.
Otto Frank, recognizing the danger for Jews under Nazi rule, moved his family to
Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Life in Amsterdam
o In Amsterdam, Otto Frank established a company and the family settled into a happy
life.
« Anne and Margot attended school, made friends, and participated in social activities.
« This peaceful life was disrupted after 1940 when Nazi Germany occupied the
Netherlands.

Increasing Persecution of Jews
« The persecution of Jews intensified with many anti-Jewish laws being enforced.
« Jews had to wear a yellow Star of David, were restricted in their movements, and
faced severe limitations in daily life.
o They lived in constant fear of being arrested by the Nazis.

Going into Hiding
e Onluly 8, 1942, the Frank family went into hiding in the "Secret Annex" of Otto
Frank’s office building after Margot received a call-up notice from the Nazis.



o The excerpt from Anne's diary describes their departure and the initial experience of
going into hiding.

Life in the Secret Annex
o The Frank family, along with four other Jews, lived in the Secret Annex for two years.
« They faced hunger, sickness, and the constant threat of being discovered by the
Nazis.
« Despite these challenges, Anne continued to write in her diary, documenting her
thoughts and experiences.

Arrest and Deportation
e In August 1944, the family was betrayed and arrested by the Nazis.
o They were deported to Auschwitz concentration camp.
o Anne and Margot were later transferred to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp,
where Anne died of typhus in March 1945, shortly before the camp was liberated.

Aftermath

o Otto Frank was the only member of the family to survive the Holocaust.

o After returning to Amsterdam, he discovered Anne's diary, which had been preserved
by their friend Miep.

o Otto Frank arranged for the diary to be published in 1947, under the title "Anne
Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl."

Conclusion

The lesson underscores the tragic yet powerful legacy of Anne Frank, highlighting her
resilience and the profound impact of her diary on the world’s understanding of the
Holocaust. The text encourages readers to reflect on the importance of remembering
history to prevent such atrocities in the future.



