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Act 4,Sc-3
Julius Caesar 26.8.24

CONTEXT QUESTIONS

QUESTION-1

1. They are in a camp near Sardis. Brutus told Cassius that should not have written in

support of Lucius Pella who is a corrupt man,

Cassius fecls that in such a time as this when their enemies are collecting armies and

are ready to attack they should not keep arguing on such a small matter as writing a

letter in favour of one person.

Brutus accused Cassius of having an ‘itching palm’. Cassius reacts very angrily to

this accusation. He says that if anyone clse had said this he would have killed him.

4. This means that times are hard. Their encmies are collecting forces and can attack
anytime. At such a time it is not proper that they should take every little fault into
account so seriously.

5. Yes, he was justified. Cassius had been selling offices for money. Moreover, when
Brutus sent a message to Cassius asking for money which he needed to pay the
troops, he refused to give.

2
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QUESTION-2

1. Brutus reminds Cassius of idea of March when Caesar was killed March, the ides of
March.

2, The words in the blanks signify the Ides of March. This was the day when Caesar

was killed by them to uphold justice, liberty and democracy. Now that they had

power, lhey were rusmrting to corrupt practices.

Brutus reminds Cassius that the senators who killed Caesar were not murderers.

They killed Caesar in the name of justice. They killed him because he allowed the

robbers to go unpunished. What he means to say is that they should not repeat those

things for which they sacrificed Cacsar,

Brutus was wrong because they killed Caesar not because he was unjust, but because

he was going to be a despat.

Brutus was not fair to Cassius, He was angry with Cassius because the latter had not

given him money when he needed it.

5. Brutus’ behaviour has changed. He appears to be tense and agitated. There is inner
turmoil in him, Perhaps he is so much disturbed due to the death of Portia, his dear
wife,

3
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Act 4,Sc-3

(QUESTION-3 )

1. The lines are spoken scornfully. Brutus means that Cassius will have to swallow the
poison of his anger and bad temper even if it kills him.

2. Brutus tells Cassius tauntingly that if he shows this kind of anger and ill temper he
will Jaugh at him. The words pinch Cassius so much that he says “Is it come to
this 7"

3. Cassius considers himself better because he has more experience of the world. He
was not justified in his assessment because he was not more experienced than Brutus.

-

Brutus had called Cassius a madman. Secondly, he said to Cassius that he should
frighten his slaves by showing how choleric he is. Brutus will not be frightened. He
was not justified in doing this.

5. The misunderstanding was that when Brutus sent a message that he needed money
to pay the troops, Cassius refused. Cassius justificd himself saying that he did not
refuse to give him money but the man who brought this message must be a fool,
Cassius softens towards Brutus when he comes to know that Portia has died.

( QUESTION4 )

1. Cassius says that a friend should bear with the weaknesses of a friend but Brutus
does not budge from his hard stand. This frustrates him. Complaints of Cassius were
that Brutus had wronged him many times. He had also disregarded Cassius’ letter
written in support of Lucius Pella,

2. He means to say that his heart is dearer than the wealth of god Pluto, He means to
say that as there is gold enough in Pluto’s mine, he has love for Brutus in his heart.

3. Cassius says that he had not denied giving money to Brutus. The man who brought
this message must be mad. He offered his breast to Brutus and said that the man who
denied him money has opened his heart to him. Brutus can take out his heart, his
dearest possession,

4. Brutus pacifies Cassius telling him that he is the partner of a man whose heart is very
soft. He admits that he had taunted him in a bad mood. Thus he ends the quarrel
We would have ended the quarrel by feeling sorry for the fit of bad temper.

5. A poet enlers the scene. He puts them to shame for quarreling among themselves in
this way. Brutus angrily asks him to get out.
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Act 4,Sc-3

o

( QUESTION-5 )

1.

Brutus speaks to Cassius in the first line. He does not want to speak about the death
of Portia. Brutus is upset because he has received letters informing that Antony and
Octavius have gathered great power.

He is trying to wave off Portia’s thought. He is an idealist and he is trying to use this
philosophy (we must all die one day) in this context.

He is a soldier in the army of Cassius. He gives the information that he too has got
letters and by an edict and an order of doom Antony, Lepidus and Octavius have put
to death hundred members of the senate.

Brutus suggests that they should march immediately towards Philippi. Cassius does
not agree to this. He says that the enemy would exhaust energy in seeking them,
while they will remain full of strength. So they should not march.

Cassius gives good suggestion. But Brutus turns down Cassius’ suggestion although
it is more practical. He insists on having his own way and gives arguments which are
impractical. No wonder they lose the battle.

( QUESTION-6 )

1.

Brutus explains to Cassius that people between Philippi and Sardis have no goodwill
towards them. If they allow the enemy forces to march to them, the people might join
the enemy. So they should, without giving time to enemy, launch the attack.

Just like the tide in the sea, there is tide in the life of men. If the ship misses the tide it
is bound to be stuck up. Similarly if human beings miss the opportunity, the voyage
of life becomes sorrowful. They lose the battle of life.

Brutus says that journey of life is comparable to journey of ship. If a ship takes
advantage of the tide it sails smoothly. Similarly if human beings take advantage of
opportunities of life they succeed, otherwise they fail.

No, Brutus was not justified in taking advantage of the tide. His decision to march
towards Philippi was wrong that is why his forces faced defeat. He should have
acted upon the suggestion of Cassius which was more practical.
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Act 4,S5¢c-3

(_QUESTION-7 )

1. The scene is set in a camp at Sardis. It is the time of midnight and all have gone to
sleep. A candle is burning and Brutus sees Caesar’s ghost, It turns his blood cold.
2. The apparition tells Brutus that it is Brutus’ evil spirit. It will meet him again at

Philippi. Brutus is alarmed to see the ghost. Had I been in Brutus’ place, I too would
have been dumb with fear.

- The appearance of the ghost adds to tension and excitement. The words of the ghost
are a warning of the coming catastrophe. They point out to the doom of Brutus and
Cassius.

4. Shakespeare knew that the Elizabethans were interested in the supern

So he brought in the ghost. We feel that it was only a figment of Brutus
After the murder of Caesar, Brutus must have b
No wonder his thoughts acquired the form of
other person saw anything,

5. The apparition appears before Brutus in the
battle. Brutus tells about this to Voluminus,

atural things.
" imagination.,
een thinking all the time of Caesar.
a spirit and appeared before him. No

Philippi fields a night before the final
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